
 

 4 December 2014 

LONDON BOROUGH OF ISLINGTON 
 

COUNCIL MEETING -  4 DECEMBER 2014 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 
 
At the meeting of the Council held at Council Chamber, Town Hall, Upper Street, N1 2UD on  
4 December 2014 at 7.30 pm. 
 
 
    Councillors Present: 
 

Debono 
Andrews 
Burgess 
Caluori 
Chowdhury 
Convery 
Doolan 
Fletcher 
Gallagher 
Hull 
Ismail 
Kaseki 
Murray 
A Perry 
 

R Perry 
Poole 
Smith 
Spall 
Watts 
Webbe 
Court 
Diner 
Donovan 
Erdogan 
Gantly 
Gill 
Heather 
Jeapes 
 

Kay 
Ngongo 
Nicholls 
O'Halloran 
Parker 
Picknell 
Poyser 
Russell 
Shaikh 
Turan 
Ward 
Ward 
Wayne 
Williamson 
 

 
 

The Mayor (Councillor Theresa Debono) in the Chair 
 

 

11 MINUTES  
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the minutes of the Council meeting on 16 October 2014 be confirmed as a correct 
record and the Mayor be authorised to sign them. 
 

12 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
None. 
 

13 MAYORAL ANNOUNCEMENTS  

(i) Apologies for absence 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Comer-Schwartz, 
Greening, Hamitouch, Khan, Klute and O’Sullivan.  Apologies for lateness were 
received from Councillor Court and Councillor Ngongo. 
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(ii) Order of Business 
The order of business was not changed.  
 

(iii) Declaration of discussion items 
None.  
 

(iv) Mayor’s Announcements 
The Mayor led the Council in a minute’s silence in memory of Alex Farrell, who 
was a councillor from 1978 to 1986 and chaired the Arts and Recreations 
Committee. 
 
The Mayor thanked colleagues for supporting the charity dinner, reminded 
colleagues to encourage nominations for the Civic Awards and Ben Kinsella 
Awards and wished everyone a happy Christmas. 
   

(v) Length of speeches 
The Mayor asked colleagues to do their upmost to keep speeches within the 
permitted length. 

 
 

14 LEADER'S ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
Councillor Watts advised how pleased he has been by the public response to the Leader’s 
Question Time meetings and announced that more meetings will be scheduled during next 
year.  Councillor Watts also welcomed the changes to make it easier for members of the 
public to participate in Council meetings and the new standing item for questions from the 
Youth Council.   
 
Councillor Watts advised he was very proud of the improvement in GCSE results; from being 
ranked 143 in the country in 2010, following this year’s results we are now ranked 39th. 
Combined with the primary school results, it shows that children attending state schools in 
Islington are being given the best start in life. 
 
Councillor Watts thanked Councillor Robert Khan, Councillor Claudia Webbe, Maggie Semple 
and everyone who worked on the Employment Commission.  The final report was published 
in late November and it signals some of the important steps we can take that will change 
lives. 
 
Finally, Councillor Watts advised that he was proud to announce that we are the first Council 
to pay London Living Wage to home carers. 
 

15 PETITIONS  
 
Councillor Olly Parker presented a petition on behalf of opponents to the closure of the 
Buffalo Bar. 
 
Councillor Kat Fletcher presented a petition on behalf of the residents of Cutbush House. 
 

16 REVISED REPORT OF THE CHIEF WHIP  
 
Councillor Alice Perry, seconded by Councillor Poole, moved the recommendations in the 
report. 
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The recommendations were put to the vote and carried. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

a) That the Council’s Constitution be amended to allow an additional 20 minutes for 
Youth Council Questions be agreed.  
 

b) That the appointment of Councillor Richard Watts as the Council’s representative to 
Greater London Enterprise (GLE) with immediate effect until 2015/16 or until a 
successor is appointed be agreed.  
 

c) That the appointment of Rose-Marie McDonald and James Rooke as co-opted 
members of the Housing Scrutiny Committee until 30 September 2016 or until a 
successor is appointed be agreed.  

 
 

17 QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE YOUTH COUNCIL  
 

1. Youth Councillor Ryan to Councillor Joe Caluori, Executive Member for Children and 
Families   
 
Career and Education Planning  
Youth Cllrs can report that in a response to a ballot in which nearly 600 young people 
voted during September and October, the top issue which young people are 
concerned about is access to high quality work experience which is linked to their 
career ideas.  What pressure can be put onto school head teachers to provide a 
quality work experience offer available to all the young people within the borough?   
 
Reply: 
 
We want a work experience offer that helps people to investigate ideas and dreams 
and helps them learn a little about the world of work.  We don’t just want it to be 
stuffing envelopes.  Head Teachers want the same thing we do and ultimately they 
will be convinced by the evidence. I would suggest that you add some anecdotal 
evidence to your survey results, to show what young people think has and hasn’t 
worked and to provide a challenge to those Head Teachers who think that any work 
experience will do. 
 
 

2. Youth Councillor Christiane to Cllr Richard Watts, Council Leader  
 
Youth Employment 
Please can Cllr Richard Watts inform the youth council how he intends to take the 
Employment Commission recommendation forward? 
 
Reply: 
 
Thank you for your question and thank you all for attending this evening.  There are 
three main recommendations in the Employment Commission report.  The first is to 
work with all the organisations across the borough who are providing support, 
including Job Centre Plus, to ensure that we work together and target resources more 
effectively.  The second is to work with employers to increase the number of local 
people they employ; there are 1.3 jobs for everyone of working age, but we still have 
a high number of unemployed people.  Lots of employers either don’t know about the 
services, don’t think they will get the right people or don’t advertise their vacancies at 
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all and fill them through word of mouth/adverts in windows.  By working with 
businesses we expect that more vacancies will be properly advertised.  The third 
recommendation is to build relationships between schools and employers.  We’ve 
made vast improvements in education but we need to provide a direct line to 
employment.  The kind of work experience Joe just spoke about is important but we 
also want to see local companies investing in and developing trainees; there’s a lot of 
work to do on improving opportunities for young people.  If we can action all three 
recommendations, it will change economic opportunities for people in the borough. 
 

3. Youth Councillor Dinari to Cllr Janet Burgess, Executive Member for Health and 
Wellbeing  
 
Health and Wellbeing  
In a nationwide ballot in which 865,000 11- to 18-year-olds took part during the 
summer, improving mental health services was the number 1 issue which received 
the most votes during a debate in parliament by young people.  Given this fact, what 
plans are in place to promote mental health service to young people and at the same 
time reducing the stigma around mental health within the borough?  
 
Reply: 
 
Thank you for your question.  It is a heartening question because it shows that some 
of the stigma around mental health is decreasing.  It is also very important for us to 
concentrate on young people; three quarters of people with mental health problems 
experience the onset before they are 18 years old.  We are committed to provide 
mental health services across all schools and health centres.  A Key Stage 3 teaching 
resource has also been developed to help students manage anxiety and reduce 
stigma.  Training is also available for anyone in the borough who works with young 
people.  I would be very happy to meet you to discuss this further.  
 

4. Youth Councillor Ryan to Cllr Joe Caluori, Executive Member for Children and 
Families  
 
Youth Provision  
We will continue to work with the commissioning team to develop a stimulating and 
vibrant youth offer ensuring young people of Islington have access to the best quality 
youth services.   What is your vision for youth provision beyond 2015, particularly in 
light of the savings that the council has to make?   
 
Reply: 
 
Thank you for your question.  Rather than get bogged down with the machinery of the 
process, providers and contracts, I think that we need to think about what success 
looks like and work back from there. There’s a lot happening in the borough, not just 
in the Council.  Councillor Kat Fletcher is looking at provision and would be happy to 
meet you.  There are a wide variety of services on offer across the borough 
regardless of where you live.  Even if we had a lot of funding available, we should still 
ask this question and I’d like to see ideas from the young people themselves. I hope 
young people will work with us to develop a shared vision which we can work back 
from.  
 

5. Youth Councillor Anastasia to Cllr Joe Caluori, Executive Member for Children and 
Families  
 
Youth Councillors  
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In Labour’s 2014 Manifesto you talk about giving more power to us, the Youth 
Council, to influence decisions affecting young people in the borough.  We see our 
invite today as a way of providing that greater influence but how else do you envisage 
the Youth Council having more power now and in the future? 
 
Reply: 
 
Thank you for your question. Today is an important first step to make Youth 
Councillors more formally part of what we do.  We will meet regularly; how much 
influence you will have is up to you, but you are pushing on an open door.  Listen to 
your supporters and promote their views.  You are the voice of young people in the 
borough and the opportunity is there for you to take. 

 

18 QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC  
1. Question from Kate Calvert to Councillor Claudia Webbe. 

 
Does the Council support improvement to Archway gyratory for all users? 
 
Reply: 
 
The council, together with the local community,  has long campaigned for 
improvements to Archway gyratory.  We therefore welcome TfL’s consultation on 
proposals for changes to this busy and dangerous one-way system.  We feel the 
latest design provides some real opportunities and benefits for the local community, 
despite some of the challenges.  TfL’s proposals will help to regenerate the area 
providing a new public open space and safer pedestrian routes, improving resident 
access to the businesses on the Archway island as well as giving cyclists a safer 
passage through the junction.  The Council would like to see a proposal that it feels 
best balances the needs of all users of the area.  However, the Council has not yet 
taken a formal position on the proposals; we want to hear the views from local 
residents and businesses first. 
 
Supplementary Question: 
 
Does the Council agree to running empty buses? 
 
Reply:  We wouldn’t support empty buses running.  The idea is to transport people 
safely through and to give people better access to all the facilities in the area.  You 
may have some information about empty buses that you want to give me later, but do 
we support empty buses?  No.  
 

2. Question from Anita Frizzarin to Councillor Claudia Webbe, Executive Member for 
Environment.  
 
How many bicycle hangers have been installed since I asked about this at the last full 
council and Cllr Webbe said there are no obstacles to putting cycle parking on the 
road?   
 
Reply: 
 
Thank you.  Welcome again Anita. We currently do not have any of these installed, 
however I am pleased to inform you that we are working towards a secure cycle 
storage / bike hangar pilot scheme in the borough. 
 
Supplementary Question: 
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Explain in what way you are working towards this? 
 
Reply: 
 
The issue is one of funding.  Subject to funding and planning permission, we hope to 
do this by the summer of next year. 
 

3. Question from David Lincoln to Councillor Claudia Webbe, Executive Member for 
Environment.  
 
Holloway School recently converted its impressive bicycle parking racks into picnic 
benches. This is sadly indicative of the failure to get Islington's children cycling to 
school despite many children saying that cycling is their preferred transport option and 
despite the tremendous health & social benefits that could be achieved by 
incorporating this physical activity into children's daily routine . Now that the 'Tufnell 
Park Loop' bid for Cycle to School Partnership funding has been rejected by TFL, 
what practical steps will the council take to facilitate a sustained increase in children 
cycling to school and play in Tufnell Park? 
 
Reply: 
 
Thank you David for the important question.  We were very supportive of the bid to 
TfL and are equally disappointed with the result.  However, none of the bids for the 
Cycle to School Partnership (CtSP) programme across London were successful and 
this was due to TfL reallocating funding to their Quietways programme. TfL have very 
recently informed us that they have decided to absorb the Cycle to Schools 
Partnership (CtSP) programme into the Quietways programme.  They stated that it 
was always their intention to support a small number of pilot projects, however, a 
significantly greater number of proposals were put forward from London local 
authorities than could have been supported under the CtSP budget. They also stated 
that when they reviewed the CtSP submissions, it became clear that in many cases 
there were overlaps with the proposed Quietway routes and as a consequence, they 
have decided to consider these as part of the wider potential network of Quietway 
routes. 
 
Supplementary Question: 
 
London has a big problem with obesity and the answer seems obvious.  There was a 
lot of investment from Islington and Camden in the scheme and it would be good to 
ensure that the investment is not wasted and explore ways at least elements of the 
scheme can be implemented – explore how children and people in Tufnell Park can 
cycle safely as part of their daily routine. 
 
As a borough we have done a lot to enable children to cycle.  We do Bikeability at all 
primary schools, so children know how to cycle safely. We have funding to continue 
the programmes to 2017 and staff trained as cycle instructions at lots of play facilities.  
The 20MPH helps to promote cycling; perception of safety is the number one barrier. 
We are not only a pro-cycling borough, we are doing everything possible to support it 
for the next generation. 
 

4. Question from Charlie Kiss to Councillor Watts, Leader of the Council 
 
I wish to ask the Council Leader, Richard Watts, if in addition to flying the transgender 
flag, whether Islington Council intends to do anything else and if the Council will be 
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consulting the trans-gender community. 
 
Reply: 
 
Thank you Charlie.  I was proud to be a part of the flag raising and I am proud that 
Councillor Osh Gantly, the first openly trans-gender elected councillor serves this 
borough.  We fundamentally believe in equality and do what we can to support all 
groups in the community and are happy to consult. 
 

5. Question from Jasmine Smith to Councillor Murray, Executive Member for Housing 
and Development  
 
I handed in a petition to the Corporate Director Housing and Adult Social Services on 
1 November, regarding the trees on the Packington Estate.  I have had no response 
and would like to know if I can have an answer. 
 
Reply: 
 
Thank you for bringing it to my attention.  The Corporate Director Housing and Adult 
Social Services is on leave at the moment, but I will get back to you as soon as he is 
back and will consult with ward councillors. 

 
6. Question from Ruth Hayes to Councillor Richard Watts, Leader of the Council 

 
I welcome the Employment Commission report and would like to know how advice 
services can work with the Council and other agencies to ensure people get help with 
in-work benefits, employment rights and other advice to keep jobs and progress. 
 
Reply: 
 
It is really important to get people into work, but it is also important to ensure those in 
work get the right support and legal advice.  It’s not just important to get a job, but to 
get a good job.   We face some difficult budget decisions, but I can assure you we 
recognise the importance of the voluntary sector.  I hope we’ve been a good friend to 
the law centre.  We need to work with organisations such as yours to ensure that 
people have access to good advice; there are lots of people on zero hours contracts 
and low pay and we look forward to working with you over the next few years. 
 

7. Question from the floor to Councillor Webbe, Executive Member for Environment. 
 
I would like to congratulate the Council for achieving the highest ever recycling figure.  
It is however lower than the London average and much lower than the national 
average.  Will the Council reassess its targets to have more ambition? 
 
Reply: 
 
Thank you for your question and your congratulations for the achievements to date.  
We are an inner London borough and when we compare our figures to neighbouring 
boroughs we are doing well.  That tells us something about the environment we 
operate in compared to outer London and the rest of the country.  Because of the way 
our streets and estates are designed, recycling here is in a different format altogether; 
we have much denser tower blocks.   We don’t have the gardens that other boroughs 
with high garden waste recycling figures do.  We want to improve the recycling 
figures, but faced with the number of challenges we have, we are doing well against 
our neighbours.   
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Supplementary question: 
 
Knowing that every £1 recycled is £5 saved, I don’t see why high rise is a barrier and 
am sure there is more the council can do. 
 
Reply: 
 
I hear and sympathise with your question, but we have to be realistic.  The targets are 
set to increase each year, but there is no point setting targets that we know aren’t 
achievable. We’ve done the analysis and have set progressive targets that are 
achievable and still put us ahead of neighbouring and other inner London boroughs. 
 

8. Benali Hamdache to Cllr Richard Watts, Council Leader. 
 
In the light of the outrage over Israeli Government’s actions in Gaza, will Islington 
Council commit to not using service providers linked to occupied territory in the West 
Bank? 
 
Reply: 
 
I am proud of many member of the council and local MPs who have spoken out for 
justice in the middle east.  To my knowledge we don’t use any contractors linked to 
companies working in the occupied territory in the West Bank.  We did a lot of legal 
work on this issue over the NLWA contracts and will do as we are bound to do and 
follow the law.   
 
Supplementary question: 
 
Would the council do an assessment to ensure that you are not using those 
providers? 
 
Reply: 
I can confirm right now that we are not using Veolia or G4S. 

 

19 QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL  
Question (a) Councillor Raphael Andrews to Councillor Claudia Webbe, Executive Member 
for Environment. 
 
Can the Executive Member explain what is being done to improve the safety of cyclists in 
Owen street and Margery Street Cycle paths and also update the Council with what action is 
been taken to deal with the Clerkenwell road accident. 
 
Reply: 
 
Thank you for your question, which is dear to my heart.  Owen Street is a priority in the Ward 
Improvement Plan and Clerkenwell Councillors did the same.  You are right to ask what 
progress we are making.  Owen Street and Margery Street form part of one of the Quietway 
Routes, Quietway Route 2: (Bloomsbury to Walthamstow). Design is currently being prepared 
for this route with a view to consult before Christmas and deliver the scheme for Spring 2015. 
The Council has been working with the owners of Owen Street, which is a private road, to 
secure legitimate cycle access as well as designing an improved cycle lane through to St 
John Street. The design also includes improvements for Margery Street to the existing 
segregated contraflow cycle facility to allow for increased cycle volumes. Transport for 
London is currently preparing design to improve the route for cyclists through the Margery 
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Street – Farringdon Road – Calthorpe Street junction.  Clerkenwell Road and Old Street also 
form part of the cycle Grid funding – from the junction with Farringdon Road to Old Street 
gyratory. Preliminary design and traffic modeling of the signalized junctions is currently being 
prepared for cycle improvements along the length of this route with a view to providing 
segregated cycle facilities where possible. The Council plans to consult on the proposals in 
Spring 2015 with a view to deliver the scheme in 2016. The Council is coordinating the 
design with TfL design improvements for the Farringdon Road – Clerkenwell Road junction 
and also the Old Street gyratory proposals (which include segregated cycle facilities) which is 
currently out for consultation.   
 
Supplementary question: 
 
It is good to be reassured that we have actually managed to get progress, thank you for that.  
Can you tell us what effect the introduction of the 20MPH speed limit across Islington has 
had? 
 
Reply: 
 
We pioneered and implemented the first 20MPH speed limit, which makes it safer for cyclists 
and pedestrians too.  We got it boroughwide and we got it enforced.  The Police are working 
with us to make it safer and cycling lobby groups tell us it is much improved.  I don’t have 
figures in terms of accidents to hand, but I will forward them onto you. 
 
Question (b) Councillor Clare Jeapes to Councillor Andy Hull, Executive Member for Finance 
and Performance. 
 
Can the Executive Member for Finance please explain the importance he attaches to 
Islington's Ecology Centre in drawing up proposals for next year's budget? 
 
 
 
 
 
Reply: 

To answer your question, Clare, in the most straightforward of terms: in drawing up proposals 
for next year’s budget, I attach the highest importance to Islington’s Ecology Centre. 

The Ecology Centre in Highbury West – and Gillespie Park in which it sits – has, ever since it 
first opened, been one of Islington’s most important progressive institutions. It is a genuine 
hidden gem. An oasis of natural calm between the hustle and bustle of Holloway and 
Finsbury Park.  

For many years, it has played a vital role in providing an authentic experience of nature on 
Islington residents’ doorstep and a quiet escape from the pressures of city living. It delivers 
an exemplary environmental education programme, supporting the boroughs schools in the 
science curriculum but also works with The Garden Classroom to provide a broad range of 
outdoor learning, including literacy and numeracy work. Lots of the work there is carried out 
by a committed group of up to 20 volunteers that meet every week to carry out a wide range 
of practical conservation tasks but also providing a place for people to socialise and get 
outdoors. 

The Ecology Centre has carried out important outreach work in the local community and has 
recently been working with Centre 404 to give children with physical and mental disabilities 
an opportunity to take part in environmental education classes. The centre has a Somali 
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parents group growing food there. It also hosts a very successful weekly Deaf Lunch Club, to 
name just a few of the initiatives that take place there all year round.   

A place of calm and tranquillity, the Ecology Centre holds regular workshops and projects 
with the Medical Foundation for the Care of the Victims of Torture. As a result of one such 
project, there’s a mosaic there made by torture survivors from around the world, and a set of 
poems that go with it, telling their stories of horrors we can barely imagine, their survival, and 
the triumph of hope over fear it represents for us all. 

I recently attended a fantastic Apple Day there, where I met the Ecology Centre’s own council 
apprentice, Luis, running a fierce kids’ competition to see who could peel the longest apple 
peel. 

It’s in the grounds of the Ecology Centre that a tree is planted in memory of our much-missed 
friend and colleague, Kate Dixon.   

And it’s where many comrades in this room came to help me and my wife celebrate our 
wedding party just over two years ago. 

So, for a whole raft of reasons, we shall do everything we can to ensure that both the Ecology 
Centre and the Nature Conservation Team who staff it are protected from the government’s 
savage cuts in next year’s Budget. I am confident that, despite everything this government is 
throwing at us, we will find a way. 
 
Supplementary question: 
 
It's great that the Ecology Centre is to be protected, but the cuts that the Tory-led government 
are forcing upon us sound huge: just how big and unfair are they? 
Reply: 

 £112m government cuts in past four years 

 £95m more in the four years to come 

 Between 2010 and 2016, the Government will have cut this Council’s funding in half 

 Meantime, David Cameron’s Oxfordshire Council has seen its budget increase 

 The independent Office of Budget Responsibility, commenting on George Osborne’s 
Autumn Statement yesterday, said that only 40 per cent of the Government’s planned 
cuts have been made in this Parliament. That means that 60 per cent of them are still 
to come. Public spending is heading towards an 80-year low, to a time before the 
NHS existed. 

 That is why, come May next year, We Back Ed and Cameron Must Go. 
 
Question ( c) Councillor Gary Poole to Councillor Paul Convery, Executive Member for 
Community Safety. 
 
How many arrests have there been for possession of Cannabis, in Islington in the past 12 
months?" 

Reply: 

Between 1 Nov 2013 and 31 October 2014, there were 863 recorded offences of cannabis 
possession. Of these, 849 were for possession only and 16 for possession with intent to 
supply. Of the 849 possession offences, 260 led to arrest and, of the 16 intent to supply 
offences, 14 led to arrests.  

Possession of cannabis     

Outcome type     
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Arrested & cautioned 54 6% 

Arrested and charged 206 24% 

Cautioned away from police station 45 5% 

Community resolution triage 2 0% 

Crime related incident 9 1% 

Entered in error 10 1% 

FPN issued 80 9% 

Formal warning 393 45% 

Insufficient evidence to proceed 18 2% 

Not in the public interest 11 1% 

Summonsed 3 0% 

Youth cautions 7 1% 

Youth triage 35 4% 

Total 873 100% 

Supplementary question: 
 
I think that members will be aghast at the number of arrests in this borough for what is a 
serious crime.  You can’t walk along the road without being assailed and we all know the 
properties on our estates.  It must be a scandal to have 10,000 on the waiting list and Council 
houses let to people who are engaging in criminal behaviour. 
 

Reply: 
 
It is a fairly number of offences and 70% don’t lead to an arrest, let alone prosecution.  Some 
people think it isn’t an offence; that it’s a benign substance, but it is part of a larger supply 
chain.  Where we have found cannabis growing in council flats we have shut them down.  It is 
organised crime and happens alongside more dangerous narcotics and crimes like people 
trafficking and sexual exploitation.  It underpins other types of crime and is undertaken by the 
same people who are stealing phones, undertaking burglaries, resolving their disputes 
violently on our streets and for that reason in a few month’s time we’ll be bringing a paper to 
Executive to reduce crime, especially youth crime.  I hope colleagues will support our 
ambition to make Islington the safest borough in London and tackling cannabis is one of the 
important steps towards that. 
 
Question (d) Councillor Caroline Russell to Councillor Claudia Webbe, Executive Member for 
Environment. 
 
Since bringing grounds maintenance in house, how many staff have been employed through 
agencies rather than by the council direct? And what has the cost of this been compared with 
direct employment? 
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Reply: 
 
Thank you for your question.  It highlights back to us that we are a borough who bought a key 
service back in house.  Since Grounds Maintenance came in house in January 2013 the split 
of agency to Islington employed staff is most easily worked out as a % of the productive 
hours worked.  This split is 69% Council staff and 31% provided though the Councils agency 
partner.  Given the uncertainty caused by massive Central Government Cuts I can 
understand the management approach to not taking on permanent staff as vacancies arise, 
whilst we establish what services will look like in the future. We also need to be mindful that 
many of the roles are seasonal.  Once we finalise the shape of services I would like to assure 
colleagues that the first step will be to recruit to the permanent vacancies and we will do this 
in line with the Agency Workers Directive.  We will then review how seasonal appointments 
are made.  In terms of the cost council staff receive paid holidays, sickness etc whereas 
agency staff receive a slightly higher hourly rate to compensate for the fact that they are not 
paid for holidays and sickness.  Once this is equalled out to produce the productive hours of 
work over a year there is less than 0.1% difference between the cost of Council and Agency 
Staff. 
 
Question (e) Councillor Caroline Russell to Councillor Claudia Webbe, Executive Member for 
Environment. 
 
At our last Full Council Meeting Cllr Webbe declared that Islington is a "pro-cycling borough". 
Will she agree to broaden the remit to be more inclusive and commit to being a pro-walking-
and-cycling borough with a road danger reduction approach and to prioritise trips involving 
physical activity and public transport? 
 
Reply: 
 
The reality is that our transport policy puts pedestrian in the number one position.  The 
Council’s policies already prioritise the transport needs of pedestrians, public transport users 
and cyclists above those of motor vehicles. The Council’s Development Management Policy 
8.1 (adopted in June 2013) specifies that “The design of developments, including building 
design and internal layout, site layout, public realm and the provision of transport 
infrastructure, is required to prioritise the transport needs of pedestrians, public transport 
users and cyclists above those of motor vehicles.” The Council takes the reduction of road 
danger very seriously and has an on-going programme to tackle the borough’s accident 
hotspots. Road danger reduction also formed part of the reasoning behind the successful 
delivery of the borough’s 20 mph limit, which is now being copied in other boroughs across 
London and even by Transport for London for the parts of the network they control. To help 
improve road safety the Council continues to lobby TfL to introduce a 20 mph limit on all of 
their roads in Islington. 
 
Supplementary question: 
 
I am very glad to hear that Islington is pro-cycling and pro-walking but can we please review 
the extra parking spaces that have gone in too close to junctions. 
 
Reply: 
 
I fear this is another recycled question.  The answer is the same as before.  There has been 
some careful work done around these spaces, it was not done lightly and it was done with 
consultation.  I said last time that where you find a space we’ve introduced that is a danger to 
cyclists and road users, tell me and I’ll go with you and examine the details.  Since I made the 
offer I’m not sure we’ve been on a visit, but the offer is still there.  Cycle safety and 
pedestrian safety is at the forefront of our minds.  When we have an opportunity to access 
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funding we do.  We want spaces that block sight lines to be removed, so if there is one, we 
will consult on its removal.  Councillor Russell, the offer is still out there. 
 
 

20 COUNCIL TAX SUPPORT SCHEME 2015-2016  
Councillor Hull, seconded by Councillor Watts, moved the recommendations in the report.  
Councillor Russell contributed to the debate. 
 
The recommendations were put to the vote and carried. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
2.1  That the Council Tax Support Scheme for 2015/16 as contained in Appendix A of the 

report be adopted.  
 
2.2 That the scheme for 2015/16, proposed to be funded from the Council’s budget, will 

be reflected in the budget presented to full Council in February 2015 be noted. 
 
2.3 That retention of the amendments to council tax agreed at full Council on 5 December 

2013 be agreed. This means that from 1 April 2015 the following will continue to 
apply:  
1) council tax exemption classes A and C will have a discount of 0% for all cases.  

2) council tax discount for second homes will be 0% in all cases  

3) council tax discount for empty furnished lets will be 0% in all cases  

4) a premium of 50% will be charged on the council tax of all properties that have 
remained empty for over 2 years in all cases.  

 
 

21 QUARTERLY MONITORING REPORT  
Councillor Alice Perry, seconded by Councillor Poole, moved the recommendations in the 
report. 
 
The recommendations were put to the vote and carried. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
To note the decisions taken during the previous quarter. 
 

22 NOTICES OF MOTION  
 
MOTION 1: TACKLING TAX-DODGING BUSINESSES, LOCALLY AND GLOBALLY  
 
Councillor Andy Hull proposed the Motion, seconded by Cllr Marian Spall.  Councillors 
Doolan, Andrews and Gallagher contributed to the debate. 
 
The recommendations were put to the vote and CARRIED. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
This Council will  
• Continue to pursue organisations to pay their fair share of business rates through every 
available means.  



London Borough of Islington 

 4 December 2014 

• Continue to support local businesses and community and voluntary sector organisations 
through business rates relief, where appropriate.  
• Support Action Aid’s 'Towns Against Tax Dodging' campaign.  
• Call on the Government to close tax loopholes and shut down tax havens wherever they 
exist, to ensure that every business pays its fair share of tax. 
 
 
MOTION 2: FIRE CUTS MAKE ISLINGTON LESS SAFE  
 
Cllr Paul Convery proposed the motion, seconded by Cllr Alice Donovan.  Councillors 
Heather and Russell contributed to the debate. 
  
The recommendations were put to the vote and CARRIED. 
 
RESOLVED:  
 
To call on the Mayor of London and LFEPA to reconsider the reduction in fire engines and 
crews in the light of these worsening response times. 
 
 
MOTION 3: MOTION PROPOSING THAT ISLINGTON JOINS OTHER LABOUR 
COUNCILS CALLING FOR TFL TO EXPAND, STRENGTHEN AND BRING FORWARD 
THE INTRODUCTION OF THE PROPOSED ULTRA LOW EMISSION ZONE  
 
Cllr Caroline Russell moved the motion.  Councillor Webbe, moved an amendment to the 

motion. 

 

The recommendations in the amended motion were put to the vote and CARRIED. 

The motion as amended was put to the vote and CARRIED. 

RESOLVED:  
 
This Council will take an evidence based approach that considers the impact on local 
residents when analysing any proposals to expand 
 
 
 
 

The meeting closed at 10.05 am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MAYOR 

 


